Acute kidney injury after orthotopic liver transplantation.
Acute kidney injury (AKI), one of the most frequent complications in the early period after liver transplantation, causes serious obstacles in the management of these patients affecting their outcomes. We studied retrospectively 79 subjects who underwent orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT). AKI was defined as an elevation of serum creatinine 1.5 times above baseline or an absolute serum creatinine level > 2 mg/dL. Our aim was to analyze the incidence, correlation with prior renal impairment, outcomes of AKI after OLT. Twenty-two patients (29.3%) developed AKI after OLT with 31.81% of the requiring renal replacement therapy. Among patients with AKI the duration of mechanical ventilation was prolonged (P = .001), length of stay in the intensive care unit was greater (P = .001), infections were more common (P = .016), and 30-day and 1-year mortality rates higher (P = .018). Logistic regression analysis showed post-OLT AKI to be an independent risk factor for 1-year mortality after OLT.